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| BY ARNOLD e JUN. A. N. 
* 
| 3 The noble mind by fortune rais” d. 
| &s And warm'd by ſtrong benevolence to ſpread 
| ; Its happineſs to all; diſplays to man 
His Maker's image. To a god-like few, 
Heav'n gives at once the virtue and the pow'r, 
OGILVIE* PROVIDENCE. 
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HIs HONOUR THE PRESIDENT, 


VICE PRESIDENT, 
M 


AND 


MEMBERS 


OF THE 


Maſſachuſetts Charitable Fire Society, 


ADDRESS 


15 MOST RESPECTFULLY Dedicated, 


BY 


The Abri. 


J 
7 


ATa meeting of the Government of the Pafachuſetts Char · 
itable Fire Society, on FRIDAY, June 2, 1797. 
VOTED, — That the Rev. SAMUEL STILLMAN, p. p. 
Rev. James FREEMAN, and the Hon. Gezoxce R. Minor, 
Eſq. be a Committee to wait on ARNOLD WELLES, jun, 
Eſq. to return him the thanks of the Government for his Ad- 
dreſs delivered before the Society this day, and to requeſt of 
him a Copy thereof for the Preſs. 
Atteſt. * | | 
WILLIAM ALLINE, Rec. Sec'y. 


2 
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GENTLEMEN, 


THE reſpe& I entertain for the Government of the Soci- 
ety, enforced my acceptance of the duties their partiality had 
aſſigned me. of 5h. 


The ſame ſentiment again urges me to a compliance with 
their wiſhes, truſling that the honeſty of my intentions may 
ſoften the ſeverity of criticiſm. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
with unfeigned eſteem, 
your ovedient ſervant, 


ARNOLD WELLES, jus. 


AN 


A DD N «TE 
| „„ 1 


AIR, PRESIDENT, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE SOCIETY, 


To ſmooth the rugged path of human 
life, —to extend the genial hand of charity to him 
whom misfortune has marked as her own,—to 
cheer his deſponding ſpirits, and brighten his 
face with a ſmile, is an employment, grateful to 
the feelings of the benevolent man, and honour- 
able to his character. | 5 


Ox this broad baſis reſts your valuable Inſti- 
tution, and this generous idea has conſecrated the 
preſent Anniverſary. 


Ir 


k 7 ES 
I, a reſpectful obedience to your commands, 
and an honeſt zeal for the cauſe in which we are 
embarked, have urged me to a taſk, that proves 
my inſufficiency, I will yer entertain the hope, 
that candour will ſhield from * truth 


forbids applauſe. 


To trace the qualities of the human character, 
and mark its progreſſive improvement from 
rudenefs to the poliſhed ſcenes of ſocial life, is 
fraught with pleaſure and inſtruction : by com- 
paring its preſent ſtate with what it once was, we 
aſcertain its capacity for attainment, and thus 
acquainted with its properties, are able to direct 
its force, and apply its powers, to thoſe objects 
on which our happineſs depends. 


Tur picture of the early ages of the world 
is dark and unintereſting, obſcured by the ſhades 
which vice has caſt upon them, we diſcover 
ſcarce one ſhining character, one virtue to en- 
liven the ſcene. 


Ix our interview with man in ſavage life, we 
find his time engroſſed, either in acquiring a ſean- 
| ty 


109 } | 
ty ſubſiſtence, or in defending what he had hardly WT. 
- earnt; rivalled in his dominion of the foreſt. 
unreſtrained by laws, and unprotected by ſoci- 
«ty, his life was precarious, his ſhare of happi-— 
neſs ſmall. 5 


PRESSED however by his wants and imbecil- 
ities in this ſtate of nature, and panting for re- 
poſe, mutual aid and ſupport were reſorted to, 


| native freedom was exchanged for ſocial ſecur- 
is ty. and thus nn, was ſociety eſtabliſhed. 


"Drawn from his * ſituation, and la 
in a ſphere more congenial with his feelings, 
his character aſſumes a milder aſpect: that 
ſavage ferocity of mind which had before im- 
pelled him to acts of treachery and death, is 
ſoftened by civilization, and * to hu- 


manity. 


_— 


Tux Ba affections warm and frareenize 
his heart, the noble faculties of his mind that 
till now lay folded within his boſom, expand 
his fout, ard he realizes this facred truth, that 


1 * man 


3 


[ 10 ] 
man is his brother : ſheltered within the ſanctuary 
of law, the treacherous weapon of death no 
longer diſturbs his ſlumbers ; his own' immedi- 
ate circle, his friends and connections, and the 
great family of mankind, now intereſt his feel- 
ings and ſhare his affection. 


To ſhield therefore the defenceleſs fed zl _ 
to protect the weak from opprefſion,—to miti- 
gate misfortune, and ſoften the aſperities of life, 
were the generous purpoſes. that-firſt called man 
to the boſom of ſociety, conſtrained him to accept 
controul, and ſealed the i ocial compact. 


Bur while ſociety e to man's con ven- 
jence, enlarges his views, and opens to him new 
ſources of happineſs, it alfo commands to du- 


ties, that it were a crime to ſtay: Has'mis- 
fortune clouded the bright proſpects of a friend 
and marred his joys ;—has diſtreſs ſtolen in, an 
unwelcome. viſitor on the domeſtic, circle of a 
brother, and ſtung his heart with anguiſh 55 
and do not our feelings involuntarily urge us to 
ſhare their ſorrows and divide the pain if 

: not, 


n ] 

not, where ben is the ed Lupremacy of 
man, a charm; that. lulls/to to ſleep.” * There 
is ſomething; /acred in diſtreſs, and not to give 
it an immediate attention, is to confeſs we want 
the only virtue, that can diſtinguiſh us from that 


part of the creation, e has not reaſon. for 
its s guide. * 


— aſſociation of man with his ſpecies, is 
perhaps, he nobleſt part of his fortune; as from 
this ſource, he derives the exiſtence of his happi- 
eſt, emotions: the luxuriant bowers of Eden 
were darkened with a gloom, till our ancient 
parent was bleſt with a companion to ſhare their 
beauties: the ' general welfare being its end and 
object, each individual feels. that he has a well 


grounded claim to the care and attention of his 
brethren. | 


. Turs principle has given birth to many inſti- 
tutions, calculated to leſſen the evils to which 
they are expoſed, and if not to repair their ef- 
den ar ae to preſcribe bounds to their extent. 

. Mm | Ir 
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image he bears. 
Tus benevolent mkn, conſcious of his xi 


tions as a member of the community, and his 
heart glowing with an ardent zeal to promote 
the happineſs of his fellow-men, finds his own 
enjoyment inſeparably connected wich theirs ; 
the appearance only of diſtreſs, is ſufficient to 
excite his pity ; he courts the offices of ſoft hu- 
manity; each act of friendſhip or benevolence 
increaſes his pleaſures, and like the touch of 
electricity, he inſenſibly ſmooths the contracted 
brow of misfortune, by — its pot: 
ſharing in its ſorrows. ss. 
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' _CnariTty and compaſſion are ſuch — 
virtues, and ſhed ſo powerful an influence upon 
every part of a man's character, that while he 
indulges the be of his humane and hoſpitable: 
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diſpoſition, he is the object of the. reſpect, and 
veneration of thoſe around him : the portrait of 
| | the 


IT is here, the character of man appears in its 
moſt favourable light, and claims that dignified 
ſtation, given him by that perfet? gy whoſe 


t 3 7 
the benevolent Samaritan rivets our affections, 
whilſt we turn with diſguſt from ls character of 
the cold unfeeling Levite. 0 : Sor 


Aw may be obſerved. with, Auth, oe a 
country on which the ſun now ſhines, can boaſt | 
2 longer catalogue of inftitutions, that have for 1 
their object, the eaſe, convenience and happineſs 
of mankind, than our own; although ſcareely 
emerged from the eradle of its infancy, and ſtrug- 
gling with diſadvantages hn om | young 
— Countries. 


A PER1OD of time has elapſed, not far extend- 
ed beyond the limits allotted to ſome venerable 
men, fince our enterpriſing forefathers firſt reſted 
their weary feet on that ſtately rock,“ now con- -Y 
. by poſterity, a monument of their intre- 


pidity ; 


* They arrived in the We Cape Cod, 11th of Nov. 2620, and | 
coaſted in their boat until they found a place more agreeable to | 
them, Here they brought their ſhip, and gave it the name of New- 
Plymonth.—FHutchinſons Fiſt. p. g. The inhabitants of that town, to | 
perpetuate the remembrance of the event, in the year 1774 drew from 
its watery bed this valuable antique on which they landed, and pla- | 
ced it near their conrt houſe, 


36 J 


pidity 5: forced by the iron hand: of oppreſſion 
from their native ſoil; and domeſtie circles en- 
deared by long ſucceſſive years, and animated 
with a zeal, that ſilenced every ſuggeſtion of dif- 
ficulty or hazard, they no&/y braved the dangers 
of an ocean hardly known, but propitious for- 
tune ſmiled on the daring attempt, and views 
ing with pleaſure the feeble bark, in whoſe bo- 
ſom was contained the future fortune of our 
country, guided it in ſafety to theſe ſhores :— 
Illuſtrious men ! Should you look from yonder 
repoſitory* of your ſacred duſt, what pleaſure 
would thrill through your boſoms to behold, 7hrs 
then a wildernefs, now bloſſom like the roſe, 
your deſcendants copying your bright example, 
and with a ſpirit worthy of their fires, hive dared 
to enlarge the ſphere of human happineſs, by 


perpetuating their freedom; they have reared 
(IM an 


* Mr. Johnſton, an aſſiſtant in Gov. Winthrop's adminiſtration, 
who died zoth Sept. 1630, was buried at the ſouth weſt corner of the 
ground which he had choſen for his lot, viz. the ſquare between ſchoal 
ſtreet and court ſtreet. He may be ſaid to have been the idol of the 
people, for they ordered their bodies to be buried round him, and this 
was the reaſon of appropriating for a place of burial, what is now 


called the old burying place adjoining the chapel church. 
Hutchinſon's Hi VNory, p. 16. 


16 J 
an edlifice that now towers to the ſkies ; may 
poſterity,” while admiring the beauties of the ſu- 
perſtructure, never nee venture to undermine 
ns eee e 1 031 
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Ferre, 


rue. denich — to all pe creatures, 
are not their andy boon; it is the property of 


flavery to blunt the edge of ſenſibility, and ſeal 


the avenues to the heart; a freeman however, 


acts from nobler motives; happy himſelf,” he 
wiſhes to make thoſe around him alſo, happy; 
the reward of , honeſt induſtry is not Here ſnatch- 
ed from the graſp of him who earnt it, but en- 
joying plenty, he- diſpenſes TIO * 
to * n ay OP > of] 

| Swi difining ford 1 war Re ſo long 
. our country, had not found a ſhelter in 


its ſcabbard, before benevolent and literary in- 


ſtitutions ſprang into exiſtence, as it were an 
earneſt of our future fortune. 
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Tus yours, to rekindle the ſmall expiring ſpark. 
of life, and reſtore to the fond embraces, of friends 
would have beenconſgnnl to all the ee 7 an 
untimely grave.“ Like the grateful light to the 
expoſed mariner, you beckon to your ſhores, all 
thoſe, whoſe independent minds, unable tamely to 
ſubmit and paſs the yoke, have choſen rather to 
feek a ſhelter in ſome foreign chme ;F while: you 
receive with open arms, and ſhare with them the 
bleſſings you enjoy, may tbey rightly eſtimate 
their value, and remember, they were „ 
with the rich treaſure of-your . 161212 26 


To ere. hdriraves) the various a 


to promote the general happineſs of "mankind, 
which have received the public patronage ſince that 
eyentful period, would treſpaſs on your patience : 
they are honourable teſt imonials of W 


mm | 


* The Humane Society, incorporated gd Feb. 179. 
t The Imigrant Society, incorporated 24th June, 1795, 
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Bur amidft theſe numerous inſtitutions, 0 
one, perhaps more juſtly claims the approbation 
of every benevolent mind, or is calculated more 
eſſentially to ſubſerve the intereſt of our fellow- 
men, than that, which forms the baſis of your 
connexion.“ Happy would it be for us, had not 
experience given a ſanction to its propriety. 


- 
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You avow to the world, the object of your 
aſſociation is to relieve ſuch as may ſuf- 
fer by Are, and ſtimulate genius to uſeful 
diſcoveries, tending to ſecure the lives and prop- 
erty of your fellow- men: Honourable inten- 
tions]! There are few evils to which life is ex- 
poſed, more extenſive: in their effects, or more 
diſtreſſing to every feeling heart, than that of 
fre : To this evil, the inhabitants of large and 
Populous cities are at all times neceſſarily ex- 
poſed. | 


To 


Incorporated 25th June, 1794. 


e 
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To what quarter ſhall we point, where the 
ravages of this element have been more ſenſibly 
felt, than in this town, from its firſt ſettle- 
ment: The records of theſe misfortunes are 
found on almoſt every page of its hiſtory Since 
the commencement of the preſent century, #ftcen 


extenſive fires* claim a preeminence on the 
black regiſter of deſtruction. 


Tus faithful pen of the future hiſtorian will 
mark in gloomy characters the events of 96 
In the courſe of this year, a train of deſtructive 
fires has been lighted through this extended 
country, that has almoſt impreſſed with deſpair its 
devoted citizens: The loſs ſuſtained by theſe un- 
paralleled conflagrations is incalculable nor has 
the labour of many afliduous years, or the 7:t/le 
all wrung from the Hard hand of honeſt induſ- 
try, ſated this inexorable tyrant; but whole fam- 
ilies have been ſnatched in a moment from exiſt- 
ence gu What misfortunes are in ſtore for man 


* how 
* 1702, 17, 47, 89, 60, 61, 62 6, 67, 74, 75, 80, 87, 94, 
97. Hiſtorical Collections. 
T7 Witneſs the melancholy fate of Mr. Andrew Brown's family, 
in Philadelphia, and Mr. Joſeph Hyde's, Lebanon 


[- 19. J. 
how flecting are all his viſionary ſchemes of 
grandeur ; one hour baſking in the ſunſhine of 
proſperity, the-next, hurled from his giddy height, 
and caſt a humble ſuppliant -on the charity of 
the world. 


Say weeps not pity o'er this mournful ſcene 
In ſoften'd anguiſh ? Let the copious ſtream | 
- <« Burſt from thy feeling heart. The manly tear 

« Belongs to virtue. Be the wretch accurs'd, 


© Whoſe boſom melts not to another's woe.” 
* NN | 


NE, have not however been wholly inattentive 
to our duty, in guarding ourſelves from theſe ter- 
rible difaſters: The enterpriſe of our citizens 
has deviſed a plan, which by an inſurance, 
equaliſes the loſs on the community, and there- 
by leſſens its ſeverity :—* Their liberality has eſ- 
tabliſhed this Charitable Society, and the govern- 
ment of our country have lately paſſed valua- 
ble laws, that will increaſe our ſecurity in future. 

Ws Tur 


* The Maſſachuſetts Fire ' Inſurance Company, incorporated 24th 
June, 1795. ; - 
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Tus firſt calculations of expenſe, for buildings 
of fuch materials, as are not expoſed to fire, 
have detered many, from adopting plans, that 
would prove eventually economical ; but time 
and experience will perhaps ſconvince us of our 
errour: Houſes of wood, in addition to their 
expoſure to iir, are conſtantly calling for heavy 
repairs, while the material parts of thoſe com- 
poſed of brick or ſtone, ſtand for ages without 
any ſenſible decay. | 


WrTHiN a few years, we have repeatedly 
witneſſed the aſcendency of this terrible element, 
your hearts have. bled in viewing the majeſtic 
terrour of the ſcene, and the unhappy effects of 
its relentleſs rage. | 


To be rouſed from the bed of fleep, at the 
 folemn hour of midnight, by the terrifying alarm 
of fire,—to hurry to the ſcene to ſee the 
deſtructive element. urged by the impetuous 
winds, ſpreading deſtruction far and wide ; the 
glaring illumination; the victims of its fury, 

r 


1 
ruſhing, Ba, clad from their devoted habitations, 
claſping to their boſoms their helpleſs infants, 
or perhaps loſt to themſelves, bearing from 


the general havock ſome trifling remnant of 


their former ſplendour the diſcordant ſounds 
from the aſſembled croud, diſmayed by its rapid 
progreſs, and hardly knowing where to direct 
their feeble efforts, to ſtay its revengeful fury; 
preſents an aſſemblage of horrour, beyond the 
power of language to deſcribe. | 


I wovLD, this were the pickure only of a warm 


imagination, but you have too often been the wits 


neſſes of its melancholy truth. 


AND can we caſt yet a darker ſhade, on this 
frightful picture of human evil, — perhaps we 
may, — when the tyrant element has glutted its 
ſavage fury, and ſwept for ever from our view, 
temples conſecrated to the Deity, the ſplendid 
manſions of the rich, and the humble dwellings 
of the induſtrious poor the ſufferer, received 
within the roof of ſome hoſpitable friend, and 
ſurrounded by thoſe who live upon his bounty, 
then 
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\ 7hen buſy reflection glaringly hands upon his 
agitated mind, his ſud reverſe ; and the big tears 
that gliſten in his eyes, but faintly ſpeak the an- 

I guith of his heart: Or perhaps from the extended 

: chaos he collects, the wretched fragments of his 
former plenty, left by the deſtructive — as 

it were to inſult even his misfortune. DE y 


— 7 


Ox theſe ſcenes 2] complicated diftreſs, which 
for a time ſeem too heavy. for feeble man to bear, 
you have been the unwilling ſpectators ;—your 
liberality has as often flowed in a full tide to 
mitigate / theſe ſevere misfortunes, and has at- 
forded to the world, new proofs of the hoſpital- 
ity and benevolence of our country. 


Ir ſenſations of pious aiatitude, deal! to ne 
in whiſpers from our lips, that while the deſ- 
troying angel has gone forth, and whole cities 
have been laid in ruins, ue have been in a great 

degree preſerved from this diſtreſſing ſcourge ; 
while thus on this day, our grate ful hearts ex- 
E 7 pand with pleaſure, a ſudden gloom overcaſts its 
2 ſplendour, and damps the ardour of . our'joys: ;— 
the 


23 J 
the benevolent; the philanthropic Smith, * your | 
late worthy” treaſurer is no more; we behold 
his ſeat, this day vacant ; that heart, which 
felt ſo keenly for others woes, is touched with the 
cold hand of death; weed his grave clean * 
men of goodneſs, for he was your brother: 
Although his gentle ſpirit has winged its flight 
to the manſic ons of eternal day, his benevolence 
has inſured immortality to his fame ;—his virtues 
are \efigraved in capitals, : on a monument, that 
will moͤck the corroſive hand of time, on the 


tablet of oy feeling e " 


"You! will permit me, Mr. Preſident, on this 
occaſion, to expreſs the obligations of the Society, 
for the ſupport and patronage you have afforded 
them, amidſt the duties of an elevated ſtation; 
the repeated .unanimity in the ſuffrages of a free. 

people, to their higheſt honours, is a more finiſh- 
cd panegyric on your merit, than my feeble pow- 


ers could e dull bab 
ALT Ho UGH 


* Doctor Oliver waver Boſton, whe died Feb. 6, 1797, a warm 
friend to all charitable and benevolent inſtitutions, and treaſurer of 
this ſociety from its origin. 
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_ ArTnoven this day, my friends, is but our 
third anniverſary, public liberality has given us 
the vigonr of maturer years; our funds are daily 
increaſing,* and will ſoon prove a valuable bank, 

on which misfortune may freely draw ;—up- 
wards of three hundred citizens have already en- 
rolled themſelves in this benevolent cauſe 
not confined to ſituation, or ſex, a feeling heart is 

the only diploma for admiſſion ;—as if to inſpire 
us with freſh ardour, the moſt amiable part of 
creation, whoſe. hearts are the native abode of 
pure beneficence, with ſoft pity beaming from 
their eyes, annually honour us with their ſmiles, 
and grace our liſt of ſubſcribers ; with ſuch ſup- 
port, and the approbation of the wiſe and good, 
ſucceſs muff. crown our exertions Americans, 
with hearts, free as the happy conſtitution of 
their government, and as extended as the ſhores 
. they inhabit, will ever cheriſh the inſtitutions of 

. humanity. a N 0 
1 | WE ) 
* The funds of this Society at preſent are 3131 Dols, 55 Cts. ex- 
cluſive of the relief granted to ſeveral perſuns this year. 


The number of Members are 370. 0 2) 


1 
We recogniſe with pleaſure, the liberal dona- 


tions for this charitable purpoſe; of a Gill, a 


Ruſſell, a Bowdoin, a Powell,“ and others; this 
generous offering at” the ſhrine of e 
has wreathed a chaplet for their brows, which 
time ſhall never wither. . 
LET us al, then follow theſe bright exam- 
ples, and reflet, that heaven has deſigned man 
to be the friend of man: This tender plant nour- 
iſhed by your care, ſtrengthened and matured 
by time, may perhaps afford to ſome of us, a 
friendly ſhelter from the impending ſtorm. 


InduLGE this generous impulſe of nature, to 
wipe the tear from the cheek of diſtreſs, and 
{ſmooth the furrows of the contracted brow, per- 
ſuaded, that thoſe on whom propitious fortune 
has ſhowered her favours, ſhe has only prefer- 
ed, as faithful ſtewards to thoſe who are in want : 
Thus ſhall we diſarm misfortune of her ſting, 

ſtrew 


* Mr, Charles S. Powell who generouſly gave the full receipt of 
a benefit at the Boſton Theatre, amounting to 666 Dols, 5 Cts, - 
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ſtrew the path of life wityflowers, and mark out 
an unerring road to happineſs in the realms above. 


« Since friendſhip by ſharing can heighten our joy, 
« Or alike can the pang of misfortune deſtroy ; 

«© What man lives on earth and who prizes life's end, 
Rut would gladly repoſe on the breaſt of a friend; 
« 'Then let us like travellers on life's heavy road, 


_ « By acts of attention divide all its load If - - 


« Till earth's little croſſes and ſorrows are paſt, 
« And ſafe at one Inn, we are all welcome at laſt.” 


23.JY 68 


_ THE END. 
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